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M erriam-Webster Dictionary defines Philanthropy as ñ...goodwill to fellow members of the 
human raceé. active effort to promote human welfareò. Being philanthropic, being 
charitable, is at the fundamental core of what it means to be a Shriner. We, as Shriners, as 

Kismet Shriners, are deeply proud of our philanthropy, of our foundational sense of charity, 
especially in respect to the Shriners Hospitals and the children.  
 

An insightful article on charterforcompassion.org states: 
Being philanthropic, ñ...being charitable towards others is a spiritual assetðone that can contribute 
to community building. Some might even maintain that it is impossible to build a sense of belonging 
and community without some form of charitable practice.ò  They go on to quote social rights activist 
Desmond Tutu: 

ñYou canôt be human all by yourself, and when you have this quality..ò ñ...you are 
known for your generosity. We think of ourselves far too frequently as just individuals, 
separated from one another, whereas you are connected and what you do affects the 
whole World. When you do well, it spreads out; it is for the whole of humanity.ò  
 

In overlaying this concept upon our core beliefs as Shriners, we can look further at our sense of 
charity and at this philanthropy of ours. Our philanthropic mission is, at itôs roots, a type of 
generosity; it is the ability to give of yourself for the betterment of the world, or, specifically, in our 
cause, for the betterment of children in need.  This generosity does not necessarily mean financial 
generosity, there are many ways that we, as Shriners, can give of ourselves; we can give our time 
and encouragement to support our Brother Nobles. 
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This Philanthropy of Ours 

- Dr. Mitch Goodkin 



M y Noble & Illustrious Brothers, 
 
 I'd like to thank you all for your attendance and participation at our 

last communication.  I was very excited to be potentate as we witnessed the 
birth of the ñ4 FEZ SHRINE CLUBò. I wish them well and lI personally look 
forward to participating in all of their already-planned upcoming 
events.  Please see one of their officers for a petition to join! 
 
I'm looking forward to our June communication.  As you all know, it will be our 
Spaghetti Fundraiser Festive Board dinner.  At this exciting communication 
we will also be obligating the new nobles. I'm encouraging you all to 
attend.  The price for the dinner is very reasonable at only $15/per noble. 
 
As we begin to enter the summer season, with Covid-19 restrictions being 
lifted, I'd like to see if we can have a barbecue this year.  They were always so 
much fun and I'm really looking forward to see if we can put one together this 
year.  I'll reach out to our past potentates, Illustrious Billy Bontemps and 
Illustrious Mike Brzoza, to see if we can still use their connections in Amityville 
as a location to host this event.  Letôs keep our fingers crossed!! 
 
As of now there are still no updates on the sale of our beloved Kismet Shrine 
Center.  As soon as there is any kind of an update I assure you all that there 
will be notification. 
 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOU TO CONVERT YOUR LODGE BROTHERS INTO 
NEW NOBLES! 
 
REACH OUT TO ME OR TO OUR 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN, 
      NOBLE DAVID ROTHSTEIN! 
 

Nobles, your Divan is here for you! 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally,  
Your Potentate 2021 

Ill. Sir Glenn 
Opperman 



KISMET½S DIVAN AT A GLANCE 
Potentate   Glenn Opperman  Potentate@KismetShriners.org 

Chief Rabban   Leo Johnson   ChiefRabban@KismetShriners.org 

Assistant Rabban  Mitch Goodkin   AssistantRabban@KismetShriners.org 

High Priest & Prophet  Joe Konklewski   HighPriestAndProphet@KismetShriners.org 

Oriental Guide   Miles Maier   OrientalGuide@KismetShriners.org 

Treasurer   Ill Sir Greg Feldman  Treasurer@KismetShriners.org 

Recorder   Ill Sir Russell L. Magidson Recorder@KismetShriners.org 

Chief Aide  Bob Stein 

Captain of the Guard Robert Dawson 

Membership Chairman David Rothstein 

Director   Leo Johnson  

Chaplain  Ed Middendorf 

Culinary Unit  Ill. Mike Iannone 

Mini Choppers  Oscar Garcia 

   Ill. George Heyen 

Suffolk Shrine Club Mike Hebert, President 

Yacht Club  Ill. William Bontemps Jr. 

Clowns   Joe Konklewski 

Cabiri   Ill. George Wacob 

Band-assador  Christopher Montuori 

Donor Relations  Ill. Robert Di Carlo 

ñOasisò   Robert Dawson 

   Ill. George Heyen 

Building Management Ill. George Heyen 

   Oscar Garcia  

   Ill. Robert Di Carlo 

Photographer  Ill. Robert Di Carlo 

Hadji Director  Terry Maccarrone 

 

Webmaster  Ill. Glenn Opperman 

   Ill. Russell L. Magidson 

Fez Editor  Mitch Goodkin 

   Ill. Glenn Opperman 

   Ill. Russell L. Magidson 

 

Public Relations  ALL Nobles of Kismet 

Fund Raising  ALL Nobles of Kismet 

 

Trustees (2021-2023) Ill. Robert DiCarlo 

   David Rothstein 

Trustees (2020-2022) Ill. Mike Marmo 

   Ill. Jeff Arist 

Trustees (2019-2021) John Kelly III 

   Ill. Sir George Heyen 

Living Past Potentates: 

Ill. Donald Harrison, 1996 

Ill. Louis F. Barazotti, 1997 

Ill. Charles L. Schueler, Jr., 1998 

Ill. John E. Schwartzman, 2001 

Ill. Robert F. Smith III, 2002 

Ill. George R. Wacob, 2003 

Ill. Kenneth Sussman, 2004 

Ill. Robert Seldomridge 2005 

Ill. Joseph A. Santillo, 2006 

Ill. Mark Suckle, 2007 

Ill. Edward Chaini, 2008 

 

Ill. Michael L. Marmo III, 2009 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, 2011 

Ill. Russell L. Magidson, 2012 

Ill. Michael P. Iannone, 2013 

Ill. Greg Feldman, 2014 

Ill. George Heyen, 2015 

Ill. Larry Dittmer, 2016 

Ill. Jeff Arist, 2017 

III. William Bontemps Jr, 2018 

Ill. Robert DiCarlo, 2019 

Ill. Mike Brzoza, 2020 

Shriners Hospitals Board Members 

Ill. Lou F. Barazotti, PP (Boston, Emeritus) 

Ill Robert Di Carlo (Philadelphia) 

Ill. Greg Feldman, PP (Boston) 

 

Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP (Boston) 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, PP (Philadelphia, Emeritus) 

Ill. Charles Scheuler, Jr., PP (Philadelphia, Emeritus) 



 

The Great Architect of the Universe has seen fit to send The Black Camel to carry our Noble Brothers beyond 
this vast desert of life to reside in everlasting comfort and peace by His side at the eternal Oasis of Heaven. 
Although we mourn the loss of our Noble Brothers, for they will truly be missed, we take solace in the 
knowledge that, as a Shriner of Kismet Temple, they leave a legacy of charity and kindness behind. 

 

Noble Dan Rosenfeldééééééééé.é..Obligated 10-15-2012 

Noble Robert A. Vitaleéééééééééé.Obligated 06-09-2007 

Noble Raymond Klimpelééééééééé.Obligated 12-18-1971 

Noble & Past DDGM RW Mike Winkleréé.Obligated 03-04-2003  

 



G reetings Nobles! 
 
As I write this, I hope I find you doing well as we near the 

end of our pandemic isolations and ordeals. All of our lives have 
been touched by COVID, but now, as the restrictions start to be 
cautiously lifted, I am hoping the summer will allow us some 
return to a semblance of normalcy.  
 
If anyone still wants an official Kismet shirt, or needs a name 
badge, please let me know. We are still organizing our 
accommodations for Virginia Beach; this is a great event for 
Shriners, so reach out to me if you need more information.  
 
With our relocation soon approaching, Iôd like to remind you all 
that we need to come together to make this transition a smooth 
one. 

Thank You & Be Well, 
- Leo Johnson 
Chief Rabban 

From the Chief Rabbanôs Desk 

Some Words from the Divan  

W 
e need to refocus our actions to meet our goals. 
  

 
Goal #1ðMaking our Shrine fun and fraternal. HOW? 
Refocus our Actions! Well, in order to make the 
Shrine fun and fraternal, we need YOU to be involved: 
attend the meetings, attend events, post on 
Facebook, reach out to other Nobles you havenôt seen 
in a while; itôs as simple as that, BE INVOLVED!  
 
Goal #2ðSupporting the children and our Hospitals. 
HOW? Refocus our Actions! Well, funny enough, 
the answer is the same as the first goal!... BE 
INVOLVED!  There are so many opportunities for you 
to be an active, involved Shriner. It all begins with you 
actually showing up to stated meetings. PLEASE, be 
involved.  
 
Our Shrine needs you, the children need you. 

Fraternally & Sincerely,  
Dr. Mitch Goodkin 
Assistant Rabban 

From the Assistant Rabban, 


