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Boston patient heads to Las Vegas to serve as ambassador to Shriners Hospitals for Children Open
This week the Shriners Hospitals for Children Open will tee off in Las Vegas. Along with the professional
golfers, past and present patients from all the Shriners Hospitals for Children will be on hand to serve as
ambassadors, share their stories and represent the mission and spirit of our organization. The Boston
Shriners Hospital is excited to announce that Oliver Hanson will serve as our patient representative.
Oliver is 13 years old and is in the seventh grade. He lives in Boxford, Massachusetts, with his parents and
older brother, Tucker. On Christmas Eve, when Oliver was just 21 months old, he pulled over a coffee urn,
spilling hot coffee on his right leg and both feet. Particularly concerning was his right foot because the coffee
pooled around his ankle in his pajamas. Upon arrival at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston, it was unclear if Oliver’s foot would need to be amputated. His parents recall that the news and expected course of
treatment was very overwhelming, but they will never forget how the Boston staff put them at ease. Oliver
required care for the next two years of his life to treat the burns. The team at Shriners Hospital was able to
save his foot and minimize the scarring.
Today, Oliver is a happy, healthy and very active teenager. He enjoys rock climbing
and playing football. Oliver is also quite the animal lover. He has three dogs, one
bearded dragon and seven koi fish at home.
The Hanson family remembers what it is like to have a child in the hospital over the
holidays. To support other families spending Christmas with a sick or injured child,
they have returned to Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston on Christmas Eve to
bring dinner and spread some holiday cheer. That’s what we call Love to the rescue.
Thank you Oliver for representing our hospital and all our patients at this year's tournament. Good luck to all the players.
Dec 5th—Stated Meeting
Dec 10th—Kismet Holiday Party
Dec 23rd—Cigar Night
Jan 2nd—Stated Meeting / Installation of Officers
Jan 27th—Cigar Night
Feb 6th—Stated Meeting

Join the Clowns
Join other Units
BE INVOLVED!
BE PROUD!
BE A SHRINER!

Feb 11th—Comedy Night

Kismet’s social media is made up of:
 Our website at KismetShriners.org where you can keep up to date on Kismet and SHC activities. You can also
PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE at http://kismetshriners.org/Pay_Due_Online.php
 Our regular email blasts of upcoming events and news—submit your email address at
http://kismetshriners.org/EmailSubscribe.php
 Facebook: We host a public-facing page at https://www.facebook.com/KismetShriners and a Nobles-only
group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/Kismetshriners. No other page is recognized as ours.
 Twitter: https://twitter.com/KismetShrine
 Maptoons: http://www.maptoons.li/hicksville
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Notes From around the oasis
Potentate

Welcome to Holiday Season 2016! …and with that – another year has come and gone. It is true what
they say, that time truly does fly. But, before we usher in a New Year, there are still things happening
at Kismet. On Monday December 5th is the most important event for all of our Temple – our Annual
Elections. Please make every effort to attend and make sure your dues are fully paid up. Our elections
is where, YOU, our Nobility, choses not only the leadership of our temple, but the direction our temple
will take for the ensuing year. On Saturday December 10th Kismet will hold our Annual Holiday Party.
Come and celebrate the holiday season and the end of the year with all of our Kismet family. As the
late Fall is upon us and nature prepares to go to sleep – my time as your Potentate of 2016 is almost
up. What a year it has been. As your Potentate I have had the opportunity to experience things; go
places and most importantly – meet Nobles that I otherwise would not have. These experiences I will
remember, always. I want to wish the best of luck and success to all of our new Nobles. Although my
small journey in Kismet is ending, your big journey in Kismet is just beginning. Make the most of every
opportunity. Attend events and join with your brother Nobles in fun and fellowship. To our veteran
members, thank you for staying the course. As the year draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the Nobles and the entire family of Kismet. I would especially like to
thank my Divan for all of their efforts. I also would like to thank our dedicated Culinary Unit; Roadrunners and Building Committee and all our other clubs and units and Nobles for their labors, as well. I
would also like to thank all of the Past Potentates (of whose ranks I will shortly join) for all your efforts
as well as your council, advice and wisdom. I would also like to congratulate, in advance, our New
Potentate and his Divan and I would like to extend to them the very best wishes for luck and success
for 2017. In 2016 Kismet begin a great long journey by taking a few small steps. I am more than confident that in 2017 we will take more steps on that journey in the year and years to come. On behalf of
Lady Dawn and little Michael, I would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas; Happy Holidays
and all the best of health and success for a very Happy New Year!
From the front of the caravan…
-Larry Dittmer

Recorder

LarryD@volkertprecision.com • (516) 361-5044

Hello Nobles
Kismet continues to grow to be a vital part of the community and support our Hospitals. We have
recently been given an introduction to the Regional Managers of the Stop & Shop supermarket
chain who have been great supporters of SHC. They have allowed Shriners to set up in front of
their stores in the East Coast Region and collect donations for the hospitals, most recently to put
towards payment of our new EOS imagining system in Boston. This is a safer alternative to
traditional X-rays and many of our hospitals have now purchased them for their orthopedic clinics.
The Stop & Shop management has visited SHC Boston numerous times and have pledged their
support to the cause.
I ask that all Nobles, especially the new ones, step up and take an active role in the Shrine. If you
are unsure of what you can do, please speak with myself and/or Ill Sir Greg Feldman, our Public
Relations Chairman. In addition to taking part in street fairs, parades and the like, the Road
Runners, Culinary and other units can use your help. Remember that we are at Kismet every
Monday night for food and fellowship and the cigar smokers are upstairs most every Friday night.
This is a terrific opportunity to connect with the Divan, unit heads and other Nobles.
This photo is from one of our Cigar Fridays. You can
see that many Nobles come out to relax and end their
week with good conversation and smokes.

What? You don’t enjoy cigars? Then come make use
of the Club on Monday or other nights. The Kismet
Club is for you, Nobles, as a thank you for the hard
work you do for Kismet and the Hospitals—so take
advantage of it.
Remember that as a Noble of Kismet (or any other)
Shrine, you are a worker and part of the greatest
team with the greatest mission. We are here to
support Shriners Hospitals for Children—not to drink, not to smoke, not to eat. Those things we do
to treat ourselves… to refresh ourselves so that we can happily continue the hard work of spreading
the word, raising funds and transporting children.
All the best for the upcoming Holiday and New Year season
- Ill Sir Russell L. Magidson, PP, Recorder

What is a Shriner
They’re recognizable by the fezzes they wear on their heads and the little cars they
drive.
“Being a Shriner is the greatest thing that ever happened to me,”
It hasn't changed my attitude to life but it has opened my heart every time I see my
grandchildren I am so thankful that they are strong and healthy. I think how lucky I am. I
think of what I can do for the Parents and Grandparents of the children that are in our
hospitals. I know by being a Noble of Kismet and paying my dues does help but is it
enough. We need to keep our building running which takes not only money but
volunteers to help run events and to sustain the maintenance of the building. Everyone
has ideas of what we should do and that's great but we need people with those ideas
to start and set them in motion. Think of this "by keeping this building strong we do help
our kids ".
If you cant make an event at least support it ,in anyway you can, help us in advance
by selling tickets, volunteer to set up the day before, lend a hand with getting supplies,
anything you do help's Kismet and in return allows us to help the kids by allowing us to
educate the public about Shriner's Hospital for Children and what we can do.
Remember that's why we are here for the Kid's. Some of you forgot why you became a
Shriner unless it was just to wear a ring and tell people you are a Shriner and do
nothing else but complain.
I do want to thank all of those that haven't forgotten why we are hear and you know
who you are. You don't need a pat on the back a medal or a fancy trophy, you are the
ones that a simple smile by a Child In our Hospitals or a past patient that says thank
you Mr. Shriner it's that feeling at that moment in your heart is the reason we are here.
What an incredible feeling when you actually can say to yourself and mean it " that's
why I'm here".
This year our Noble Holiday Party will be on Saturday night December 10th from 711. This will be a family event bring the kids. Come and meet Santa and the Rabbi.
Tickets for the event are on sale now $20/ adult children under 14 are free. If anybody
needs assistance call me I have lower cost tickets for those in need.
Next year February 11th Kismet along with Trinity Lodge will have an exciting night
of Comedy fun and laughter. Tickets are on sale at $40/ person and a discount for
Lady's. Dinner will be served before the show. Space is limited so order your tickets
early. Nobles Brothers and friends have already purchased tickets at this discounted
price. For advanced ticketing call Jeff Arist 516-579-4069 or leave you information in the
Assistant Rabban mail box......

Chief
Rabban

Jeffrey R. Arist
Chief Rabban Kismet

QUEENS-NASSAU COUNTY SHRINE
CLUB OF KISMET TEMPLE
MEETS ON THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH
Speak with the Recorder for details

The Black Camel
Kismet sends our condolences to our family members who’ve suffered a loss recently
May they rest in peace.

From our Boston Hospital
Second Annual Harvest Party Marks the Beginning of Fall
Patients and staff enjoyed a relaxing afternoon planting flowers and
tidying up our gardens at the 2nd annual Harvest Party.
Patients got their hands dirty with interactive crafts and indulged on
healthy snacks while taking in the crisp fall breeze. Local Eagle
Scouts also joined the party and helped tend our therapeutic
gardens, home to various fresh herbs and vegetables year-round.

Therapeutic services department uses 3D software to maximize burn
outcomes
The therapeutic services team at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston is
committed to providing patients and their families with the highest quality
burn care by utilizing the most recent technologies in scar suppression. One
of the more recent technologies is the portable 3D laser non-contact scanner
for burn mask fabrication
Read more at http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/news/
BOS_face_scanner

Dr. Sheridan Celebrates 25 Years
Robert L. Sheridan, M.D., the assistant chief of staff and medical director
of the burn service, is celebrating his 25 year anniversary here at SHC —
Boston. We would like to extend our thanks to Dr. Sheridan for his decades-long commitment and lifesaving work.

“I’ve had the privilege of working with many excellent physician leaders
throughout my career, but Dr. Sheridan is without a doubt one of the best.
He excels in all areas of our mission, clinical, education and research and
he is well liked and respected by our staff, patients/families and colleagues. Congratulations on your 25 years at SHC— Boston and thank
you for the incredible impact you have had on countless lives,” said Hospital Administrator John O’Neill.

More News from SHC Boston is available at
http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/en/Locations/boston

Bellmore Street Fair—2016
Kismet Nobles and supporters were on hand this past September 17th at the annual Bellmore Fair. We had a great
space, visible to all of the families passing by to and from the rides.

Join the Road Runners and help our children directly

Kismet proudly sponsored the Great Neck fencing
club this summer

A warm welcome to our newest Nobles—obligated this October.

Kismet Ballroom available for rentals
Nobles—In case you haven't noticed, Kismet Temple contains a big, beautiful ball room that may be used for many different events.
We do rent the room for parties most every weekend and this is the way we pay our property taxes. The ball room is also available to
you, Nobles and Brethren, to rent for your events.
Call 516-828-1338 for more information.

Directors Items for Sale
All items are in the glass display case outside the meeting room. Contact our director, Noble Oscar Garcia for details.
Fez case $40
Double decker fez case $55
Fez stiffener $8
Liquor decanter (fits inside fez case) $25
Shrine auto emblem $5

24” fez tassel $25
Fez size reducer $5
Luggage tag $8
Shrine-Mason pin $10

Support your fellow nobles

Kismet’s ciGar niGhts—4th Fridays

to midnight.

Kismet’s Cigar Club meets upstairs in Club Kismet on the forth Friday of every month,
from 7pm to midnight. Enjoy great smokes, snacks, drinks and the company of fellow
Masons and Shriners.
Our Cigar Club features a great assortment for you to
choose from, hand selected by the Club Manager
himself (always with the assistance of the Club
Members). Often there is a theme to the night, other
times it’s an assortment of sticks.
If you haven’t yet enjoyed a cigar night at Kismet, give
it a try—you won’t be disappointed. Of course, the
nights are open to all Shriners and Master Masons so
bring your friends and Brethren as well.
Remember, a $20 entrance gets you two cigars of your
choice and I’ll give you your first drink. Snacks, sodas
and hard liquor are always available. Join us from 7pm

this month’s BooK —Weapons of Math Destruction
We live in the age of the algorithm. Increasingly, the decisions that affect our
lives—where we go to school, whether we get a car loan, how much we pay for
health insurance—are being made not by humans, but by mathematical models. In
theory, this should lead to greater fairness: Everyone is judged according to the
same rules, and bias is eliminated.
But as Cathy O’Neil reveals in this urgent and necessary book, the opposite is true.
The models being used today are opaque, unregulated, and uncontestable, even
when they’re wrong. Most troubling, they reinforce discrimination: If a poor student
can’t get a loan because a lending model deems him too risky (by virtue of his zip
code), he’s then cut off from the kind of education that could pull him out of poverty,
and a vicious spiral ensues. Models are propping up the lucky and punishing the
downtrodden, creating a “toxic cocktail for democracy.” Welcome to the dark side of
Big Data.
Tracing the arc of a person’s life, O’Neil exposes the black box models that shape
our future, both as individuals and as a society. These “weapons of math
destruction” score teachers and students, sort résumés, grant (or deny) loans,
evaluate workers, target voters, set parole, and monitor our health.
O’Neil calls on modelers to take more responsibility for their algorithms and on
policy makers to regulate their use. But in the end, it’s up to us to become more
savvy about the models that govern our lives. This important book empowers us to
ask the tough questions, uncover the truth, and demand change.

Daytime Dancing at Kismet
To All Members--Nick and Pearl are inviting you to their dance event here at
Kismet Hall in Hicksville, to a Social Dance Party on Fridays 12 Noon - 3PM,
with or without a partner.
We feature a complimentary dance lesson in All American and Popular Latin
American Dances, followed by Professional DJ and dancing, for your enjoyment.
Come join us for an afternoon of fun.
We serve chicken, salad, bagels, cream cheese, pastries, coffee and tea. Dress
code is comfortable, but neat, no sneakers, no jeans.
First timers are complimentary.
For info. call Nick 718 891-4209 or Pearl 718 332-7825 or
email Dancezee@aol.com

Nurses collaborate with Yarmouth Fire Department to better
unDerstanD patients’ traumatic experiences
Testimonial provided by Diana Buterbaugh, RN, Shriners Hospitals for Children —
Boston
As experts at the only exclusively pediatric verified burn center in New England, the
clinicians at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston treat children with the most severe burn injuries. Some of those children are burned in frightening home or building
fires. While the staff provides the best possible care, few actually understand what it is
like to survive a fire. Recently, two nurses from the Boston Shriners Hospital, Diana
Buterbaugh and Tammy Noble, had the opportunity to collaborate with the Yarmouth,
Massachusetts Fire Department during a live fire training exercise. The nurses and
firefighters were able to exchange knowledge and skill sets during the live fire simulation related to firefighting, rescue operations and emergency burn care.
It was a life-changing experience for the nurses and one that gave them a deeper understanding of the psychological
trauma burn patients endure before they are admitted to the hospital.
Diana shared their experience in the following testimonial: As we waited for the gate to open at Barnstable Burn
Academy, my mind was racing. I felt a sense of excitement mixed with anxiety. Lt. Roberts walked Tammy and me
through what the morning was going to look like. As we headed for the firehouse to don our equipment, my stomach
turned. I waited 17 years for an opportunity to see what our patients and firefighters go through at the scene. I could only
imagine how the experience would forever change a child from both a psychological and physical standpoint. Neil, one
of the fire academy instructors, was very patient as he carefully assisted us in selecting our equipment. A short while
later we were off to participate in a live fire training exercise.
As I walked to the tall gray cement building, the weight of the suit and regulator tank seemed to increase. I felt awkward
and clumsy, and was having trouble moving quickly. Neil told us when it was time to put our masks on. Instantly the
world shrank. The very nature of the mask causes your field of vision to decrease. Moving into the dark-black room, the
only light was from a nearby flashlight and the fluorescent band on Neil’s air tank in front of me. A pile of straw was lit on
fire, growing quickly into what appeared to be a living creature, extending up the walls of the building and crawling
across the ceiling. Within moments the room was filled with smoke so dense I could not see my hands outstretched in
front of me and the intense heat warmed my body despite the heavy suit.
The exercise involved rescuing a victim on both the first and second floor. Neil was stationed on the second floor with
Tammy while I went with another firefighter, Mike, to the first floor. Tammy stood in the second floor corner, away from
the flames, watching the fire grow. The smoke was so thick she found it hard to see the room. In the distance she could
make out voices mixed with loud banging. The vibrations were felt through the floor. It felt like an eternity before firefighters entered the room. When the firefighters finally gained access, the fire had grown so hot and large that it was hard for
Tammy to contain her anxiety despite Neil’s presence just a few feet away.
I found a similar experience on the first floor. Mike lit the fire while I stood
a few feet away in the corner of the room. It was dark as smoke rose from
the fire and quickly filled the room. Soon, the light became so vibrant, giving way to intense colors flickering up. I saw soot suspended, floating
slowly throughout the room. The intense heat caused me to feel slightly
panicked, as it was like nothing I had ever experienced before. The first
firefighters on the scene stayed low as they descended the stairs. Communication was tough to make out given the sounds that surrounded us.
The firefighters’ first sight was of the large fire overtaking the room. They
worked quickly and once the fire was extinguished, the team searched
the room for possible victims, their bodies low, and their hands continuously following the wall to ensure a thorough search. Once a victim was
found, the firefighters called for assistance. In order to rescue the victim,
the team had to carry the person out of the
smoke filled structure without adequate vision.
Tammy and I found this experience both amazing and terrifying. Every day, we go to work
where we struggle to keep children with burn injuries alive. We depend on our team of dedicated
professionals to improve patient outcomes but our lives do not depend on how the team functions. This experience showed us what our patients go through prior to admission, as well as
how firefighters rely on each other to stay safe and ensure their own survival. These brave men
and women put their lives at risk every day to ensure our safety. If it weren’t for them, we would
not have the opportunity to care for children who have suffered flame burns and help heal and
go on to live happy, healthy lives.
Tammy and I found the Yarmouth firefighters to be kind and supportive, always ensuring our
safety while patiently explaining why and how things were done. They gave us an amazing gift,
an insight that we could never have otherwise obtained. We are forever grateful for their time
and sacrifice.

Kismet Shrine
P.O. Box 834
Hicksville, NY 11801

Many of Kismet Nobles and friends attended the recent Bernard
Klein Charity event (Sept 20, 2016).
This event raised funds for Shriners Hospitals for Children and
Anchor Camp.

