
The Fez 
18 West Nicholai Street Hicksville, NY 11801 516-513-1266 

http://KismetShriners.org 

Psalm 133:1 
 
Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brothers to 
dwell together in unity!  

Nov—Dec 2013 

Welcome New Nobles 

NO SMOKING POLICY FOR KISMET: 

Nobles—Please remember that on 
meeting Mondays there is no smoking 
downstairs and on off Mondays there is 
no smoking upstairs until after 9pm. We 
are here to have fun and help children 
but not at the expense of the comfort of 
others. 

Some Upcoming Events: 

 Nov 4—Stated Meeting (Chief Rabban Night) 

 Nov 7—Queens/Nassau Shrine Club 

 Nov 22—Cigar Night 

 Dec 2—Stated Meeting (Elections) 

 Dec 14—Kismet Holiday Party 

 Dec 27—Cigar Night 

 Jan 6—Installation of officers 

Columbus Day Parade 

Clowning Around 



Kismet’s Divan at a Glance 
Potentate Ill. Michael Iannone 

 42 Robinson Ave, Valley Stream NY 11580 

 Phone: (917) 297-6808, Email: phillip42@optonline.net 

Chief Rabban  Greg Feldman   GFeldman@mwellp.com 

Assistant Rabban George Heyen   clown04@verizon.net 

High Priest & Prophet Larry C. Dittmer   fieldmarshal1@optonline.net  

Oriental Guide  Jeff Arist   tctux@aol.com 

Treasurer  Alphonse Graziose  ButchG123@hotmail.com 

Recorder  Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP RLMagidson@gmail.com 

Captain of the Guard David Rothstein   davidrothstein@verizon.net 

Membership Chairman Mike Smith   mickdog@gmx.com 

Director   Leo Johnson   mrbigs72@gmail.com 

Hospital Transportation Chairman Sam Zakian zakiansl@verizon.net 

   Co-Chairman John Hassell jhassell1937@optonline.net 

Colonel of Units  Mike Marmo 

Events Coordinator  David Rothstein 

Culinary     

Mini Choppers  Ken Ruffino 

Yacht Club  Butch Graziose 

Chief Bandassador  Christopher Montuori 

Donor Relations  Robert Di Carlo 

Chief Aide  Chris Fightmaster 

Chaplain   Charles V. Bunton 

Trustees   Ill. Joseph Savaglio, PP (2011-2012) 

   Ill. Robert Seldomridge, PP (2011-2012) 

   Ken Klein (2012-2013) 

   Raaj Panday (2012-2013) 

   Ill. Charles Schueler, PP (2013-2014) 

   Ill. Louis Barazotti, PP (2013-2014) 

Building Management John Pecorella   
   Ken Klein 

   Leo Johnson 

Photographers  Tom Crawford 

   Melvin Eckhaus 

   Michael J. Mucaria 

Speakers Bureau  Ill. Charles L. Schueler Jr., PP 

Endowments, Wills and Gifts Ill. Donald P. Harrison, PP 

Hadji Directors  Robert Borst 

   Larry Schlessinger 

Public Relations Chairman John Kelly III 

Boss Clown  John Kelly III 

Fez Editor  Russell L. Magidson  

Webmaster  Joe Barbuto 

Living Past Potentates: 
Ill. William J. Devine, 1987 

Ill. Robert J. Haller, 1988 

Ill. Robert W. Howard, 1992 

Ill. Donald Harrison, 1996 

Ill. Louis F. Barazotti, 1997 

Ill. Charles L. Schueler, Jr., 1998 

Ill. John E. Schwartzman, 2001 

Ill. Robert F. Smith III, 2002 

Ill. George R. Wacob, 2003 

Ill. Kenneth Sussman, 2004 

Ill. Robert Seldomridge 2005 

Ill. Joseph A. Santillo, 2006 

Ill. Mark Suckle, 2007 

Ill. Edward Chaini, 2008 

Ill. Michael L. Marmo III, 2009 

Ill. William T. Francis, 2010  

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, 2011 

Ill. Russell L. Magidson, 2012 

Shriners Hospitals Board Members 
Ill. Lou F. Barazotti, PP (Boston, Emeritus) 

Ill. Charles Scheuler, Jr., PP (Philadelphia, Emeritus) 

Ill. Joseph Santillo, PP (Philadelphia, Associate) 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, PP (Philadelphia) 

Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP (Boston, Associate) 

Noble Greg Feldman (Boston, Associate) 

Noble Robert Di Carlo (Philadelphia) 



Notes From around the oasis 

The Pote 
I am sitting back in astonisment at how fast the year has gone by. We should be proud of ourselves 
as a shrine, a lot of good things have been accomplished. Kismet is and will always be the little 
shrine that could. Please remember that attitude is truly everything. We are the captains of our own 
destiny. I tapped a great deal of people on the shoulder this year and to be quite honest I was 
shocked at the amount of people who stepped up for Kismet this year. I see more and more people 
getting involved and that's a good thing. No Potentate does everything right, and that's okay. 
Perfection isn't what the office is all about, it's the experience. I was as inclusive as a Pote could be. 
    Noble Greg Feldman has an excellent year planned for all of us. I wish you the best my brother, 
it's going to be a pleasure serving you any way I can. To the nobility of this great temple, I thank you 
for the oppurtunity. God Bless all of you, and this great fraternity. 
  
Ill. Mike Iannone 
Kismet Potentate 2013  

Chief 

Rabban 

Hello Nobles! 
Please keep on coming down to Kismet to enjoy the fun we have together. Every Monday at 7pm we 
have something to eat and the clubs and units can meet. What? You’re not a member of a club or 
unit??? Then JOIN ONE or START ONE. We need YOU to be involved and sometimes that means 
taking the ball and running with it! We are here to have fun and help children, so let’s get started. 
 
Keep ‘em smiling 
George “Chuckles” Heyen 

Assistant 

Rabban 

We are entering the last quarter of 2013.  Events are planned each month and I hope everyone 
comes out so we can finish the year off with continued momentum to carry us into 2014.  
OctoberFEZt and the Ceremonial were fun.  The Ladies Mixer was met with positive comments.  It 
was so successful and the ladies were having so much fun that we had to remind them to join our 
OctobeerFEZt celebration.  I hope to see the Kismet Ladies plan more activities next year.  
November is Chief Rabban night so please try to make it out for the presentation of my calendar 
and budget.  I have many things planned and I hope that I can stir excitement and anticipation in 
my fellow Nobles and have your support as we hold elections in December. 
Remember we still have a Pancake Breakfast planned for the end of October and our Children’s 
Holiday Party on December 14th.  Remember our parties and events are open to all.  Go online 
and review the Kismet website and FEZ newsletter.  Check out our postings!  Come and talk to 
your Divan.  We are at the Kismet Oasis every Monday night.  I want to hear from you! 
SEE YOU MONDAY AT KISMET SHRINE!!! 
 
Greg Feldman 

Greetings Nobles, new and old! 
I would first like to welcome the newest members of our Shrine and remind them to join in and take 
part in all that we have to offer. Not only does Kismet have a rich past, but we also have a fun 
present and promising future. Kismet has become known as one of the most fun shrines there are. 
Whether at parades or parties, we laugh, dance and enjoy every moment.  
Of course, that fun comes out because we work so very hard for our Hospitals and our Children. We 
take our responsibilities seriously and remain ever mindful of our vow to support Shriners Hospitals 
for Children.  
Those of you who’ve stepped up and worked our events or driven our Children to the hospitals know 
how good it feels to be doing the work of Shriners International. That feeling of warmth and pride that 
comes from taking time out of our lives to help those who need help the most can’t be compared with 
anything else. You know that every task, no matter how easy or difficult it may seem, coordinates 
with every other one to get results. Now don’t get me wrong, we all don’t always see eye-to-eye nor 
do we agree on every detail—but at the end of the day we work together and support one another 
like men and Masons should. 
Come down and relax with your friends at Club Kismet every Monday, most Fridays and of course 
Cigar Nights! 
 
- Ill. Sir Russell L. Magidson, PP 

The  

Recorder 



Notes From around the oasis 
Well, another year of Kismet is drawing to a close and this shall be my final article to you 
as your High Priest & Prophet. But we still have quite a bit going on before the ball drops 
and we say, ‘Hello’ to 2014. First off, many thanks to one and all who came out to our Fall 
ceremonial and OktoberFEZt. For anyone who knows me, that’s my favorite Kismet event. 
Special thanks goes to our Chief Rabban, Greg Feldman, for slugging it out in the kitchen. 
Also, many thanks to all the Nobles; Master Masons and all their families who came out for 
our Pancake Breakfast. My son, Michael, really likes pancakes. If you live in Queens or 
Nassau, why not join the Queens-Nassau Shrine Club? The QNSC meets every month on 
the first Thursday. Their meetings are held at different restaurants in and around Queens 
and Nassau. There are brochures all about the temple, so pick one up and add to your 
Kismet Shrine experience. Sadly, there are many nobles who have not paid their dues. 
PLEASE pay your dues! Did you know that you can pay your dues by credit card! If you are 
having difficulty, please contact our Recorder. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for having electing me as your High Priest & Prophet for 2013. It was exciting in my 
first year as an officer on your Divan. It started off with a great Super Bowl Party. In mid-
year I was honored to have assisted Imperial Sir Joe Savaglio on his quest to become an 
Imperial Officer and it will end with what I know will be a memorable election and a terrific 
Christmas and holiday season. Please remember to make every effort to attend our 
election meeting on December 2nd. Remember, when you vote, you are making your voice 
heard. Finally and most important, with November and December upon us, on behalf of my 
wife Dawn; little son Michael and myself; my family and I would like to wish you and your 
family a Happy Thanksgiving; a very Merry Christmas; Happy Holidays and a very Happy 
and Healthy New Year. Yours in wisdom… 

 

-Larry Dittmer   larryd@volkertprecision.com •  (516) 361-5044 

High Priest 

And 

Prophet 

Oriental 

Guide 

 

WOW ... WHAT A GREAT TIME WE HAD ! 

 Our friends at the Klown Klub of Mecca Shriner's in New York City invited us to attend 
their circus at the 9th Manhattans’ park in Tappan, New York.  Clowns from New Jersey, 
Springfield Ma., Rhode Island and Long Island came together to support this team of 
wonderful Nobles and their Ladies.  This charitable event, dedicated to the Shriner's and 
their Hospitals for Children was hard work and a big gamble.  To me it looked like a great 
success.  The children were smiling and laughing.  The parents were having a good 
time.  Grandma and grandpa were happy to be there.  Every where I looked people were 
enjoying themselves.  I know that the Kismet Clown unit had a great time.  Our friends 
from Springfield helped our new Joey’s with their makeup.  Our friends from Rhode Island 
helped with our gag in the ring.  Our friends from New Jersey added to the merriment and 
fun.  I am so proud to be a Shriner Clown, we are the greatest group of men, women and 
families dedicated to the greatest charity in America — Shriner's Hospitals for Children.  

 

- John Kelly III 

Clowns 



Notes From around the oasis 

As of now we are also flyingour children to the various hospitals in Philly, Springfield and 
Boston. I have Partnered with a service called PALS ( patient airlife services ). They flt  the 
kids free of charge when ever possible.  Its worth the visit.My thanks to allthr Road 
Runners and volunteers who P als is a volunteer organization  whose Pilots use their own 
Planes and donate their time and fuel cost. My wife and I visited the Shriners Hospital while 
in Springfield. What a wonderful facility. We were giving a grand tour. My thanks to all  
Roan Runners who help us keep the Kids on the road and in the air. 

Sam Zakian—Road runner chairman. 

On September 28, I with my wife, a nurse. represented KISMET at a “Health Fair” in a 
church in Ozone Park , Queens. The Fair was intended to publicize the various health 
programs available in Queens, Many of which are sponsored by NY State and various 
organizations. 
The “Health Fair” was hosted by Michael Miller an Assembly person from Queens. We 
passed out approximately 35 “Patient Referral Guides” . There was a good turnout and we 
look forward to being included in many more!! 
Noble , John  

xx 

Road  

Runners 

Another exciting year at Kismet Shrine is almost over and a lot of hard work has been 
done by numerous individuals who have done behind the scenes work at our Shrine 
Center. 

 Although I was unable to make it, it is my understanding that the Shrine/Mason Picnic that 
was held on Sunday, August 18, 2013 was a great success. It could not have occurred 
without the hard work of Noble Omar Roman. He worked very hard preparing for the event 
and working hard on the day of the event. But Noble Roman did not stop there. He also 
took upon a leadership role in the planning of our Pancake Breakfast which occurred 
onSunday, October 27, 2013. 

Another Noble who deserves recognition is Noble Joe Barbuto. He has taken over the role 
of maintaining our Web-site and has added new features to it, including, but not limited to 
a running Calendar of what is going on at the Shrine on a regular basis. He is doing a 
great job. 

Yet another Noble who deserves recognition is Noble Bob DiCarlo who served as the 
Chairman of the successful fundraiser that was held on September 21, 2013 that 
benefitted the Kismet Shrine Hospital Patient Transportation Fund. 

While I know that none of the individuals noted in my article do anything for recognition, I 
felt that it was important to recognize them and I hope that I also have encouraged some 
of our newer Nobles to become more active in the goings on at Kismet. 

We need more nobles to take leadership roles in planning events and activities at the 
Shrine. Come up with an idea and communicate it to the Divan and if they approve then 
hold a planning meeting and recruit help from other Nobles. 

We also need help from Nobles in promoting our Shrine Center and the great Hospitals 
that we support and the services that are offered at those hospitals to those children that 
are in need. 

I look forward to spending more time with you at the Oasis on Monday evenings and look 
forward to some of our less active Nobles becoming more active in Kismet. 

  

YITF, 

 Noble David Rothstein Captain of the Guard davidrothstein@verizon.net (917) 322-9136 

Captain 

Of the 
Guard 

The Kismet Shrine Transportation Unit raised over $ 7,000.- at Yer Mans Pub in Glendale 
Queens recently.  We were on the front page of a local newspaper, we had articles in three 
more.  We were on every social media in the neighborhood and we were on web sites and 
face book.  We did everything we could think of to get the word out to Kismet and Glendale 
Queens.  We had a packed venue, but only 17% of the Nobles responded to the direct 
mailing of one $ 20.- chance book to support our roadrunners.  I would like to know why 
the lack of participation is so low.  If you would like to comment to me why you did not sup-
port this event please email me at   JohnJKellyIII@Gmail.com.  

Public 

Relations 







MASA 2013 in Virginia Beach 



HPTF Fund Raiser in Glendale Queens 



free screening helps Ogden girl recover 
Rare diagnosis at free screening helps Ogden girl recover 
OGDEN — In January 2012, Jaime Heren was at her wit’s end trying to get help for her then 12-year-old daughter, Faith Heren. 
Jaime Heren, a single mother at the time, was working two jobs to support herself and her 
three daughters and didn’t have health insurance. 
But despite her limited means, Heren had taken Faith to several doctors. She also is em-
ployed in the medical field herself. She and all the medical professionals she consulted had 
been stumped as to what was behind Faith’s pain that was keeping her from walking correct-
ly. 
“Her foot was dove-tailing out,” Heren said. “The doctors couldn’t tell me it was her hip. It 
hurt. She couldn’t walk right and she was leaning to the side.”  
But when Joshua Heren, who has since married Jaime and adopted Faith, took the girl to a 
free screening offered by Shriners Hospitals for Children — Salt Lake City, held in Ogden, a 
nurse was able to understand the problem. 
The bone in Faith’s hip had slipped out of place and was cutting off the blood supply to her 
hip, Heren said. The bone in the hip was dying. Based on the nurse’s notes, the hospital and 
doctor, Kristen Carroll, agreed to take over Faith’s care and donate their services. 
“I was just amazed,” Heren said. “(The doctor) knew she had to help her because it was that 
severe.” 
Faith was admitted into the hospital just a few days after the clinic in January. Today, Faith 
has had five surgeries and now is walking well, Heren said, Faith recently received a clean 
bill of health and won’t have to report back for another screening for a year. 
Faith is one of 210 Weber County children with orthopedic conditions to have been treated at 
the hospital last year, according to an email from hospital administrators. 
Now Shriners Hospitals for Children — Salt Lake City is looking for more children from the 
Top of Utah to help. The hospital will hold a free screening clinic from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Ogden Masonic Temple, 1240 20th Street in Ogden. 
The Salt Lake City hospital provides care for orthopedic conditions including arthrogryposis (stiff joints), cerebral palsy, clubfoot, limb 
deformities, limb length differences, osteogenesis imperfecta (brittle bones), rickets, scoliosis, spine conditions and sports injuries. 
Children up to age 18 are eligible for care at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Salt Lake City if there is a reasonable possibility they 
can benefit from the specialized orthopedic services available, said information released by the hospital. Acceptance as a patient is 
based solely on a child’s medical needs and care is provided regardless of the ability to pay. For information, visit on-line at shriner-
shospitalsforchildren.org/saltlakecity or call Jim Sweet at 801-791-5564 or Carl Fauver 801-266-0315. 
Heren said she believes her finding information about last year’s screenings and finally receiving a proper diagnosis for Faith was 
nothing short of a miracle. “Her name is Faith and I definitely had that faith feeling,” Heren said. “When I was feeling in despair, I 
thought that nothing was going to go right.” Heren said if her daughter had not received the timely help that she received right after 
last year’s screening, Faith could have lived the rest of her life in a wheelchair or worse. 
“I could have lost my child,” Heren said. “It could have been seriously life threatening.” And the mother said she doesn’t know how to 
thank Shriners Hospitals for Children — Salt Lake City enough. “I would give my life for my daughter,” she said. “I probably wouldn’t 
be the woman I am today if I lost my daughter.”  
Contact reporter JaNae Francis at 801-625-4228 or jfrancis@standard.net, or follow her on twitter at @jfrancis. 



Daytime Dancing at Kismet 

Kismet’s ciGar niGhts—4th Fridays 
Kismet’s Cigar Club meets upstairs in Club Kismet on the forth Friday of every month, 
from 7pm to midnight. Enjoy great smokes, snacks, drinks and the company of fellow 
Masons and Shriners.  
Our Cigar Club features a great assortment for you to 
choose from, hand selected by the Club Manager 
himself (always with the assistance of the Club 
Members). Often there is a theme to the night, other 
times it’s an assortment of sticks.  
If you haven’t yet enjoyed a cigar night at Kismet, give 
it a try—you won’t be disappointed. Of course, the 
nights are open to all Shriners and Master Masons so 
bring your friends and Brethren as well. 
Remember, a $20 entrance gets you two cigars of your 
choice and I’ll give you your first drink.  Snacks, sodas 

and hard liquor are always available. Join us from 7pm to midnight.  

To All Members--Nick and Pearl are inviting you to their dance event here at 
Kismet Hall in Hicksville, to a Social Dance Party on Fridays 12 Noon - 3PM, 
with or without a partner.   

We feature a complimentary dance lesson in All American and Popular Latin 
American Dances, followed by Professional DJ and dancing, for your enjoyment. 
Come join us for an afternoon of fun. 

We serve chicken, salad, bagels, cream cheese, pastries, coffee and tea.  Dress 
code is comfortable, but neat, no sneakers, no jeans.  

First timers are complimentary. 

For info. call Nick 718 891-4209 or Pearl 718 332-7825 or 
email Dancezee@aol.com 

QUEENS-NASSAU COUNTY SHRINE 

CLUB OF KISMET TEMPLE 

MEETS ON THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH  

Location Changes Each Meeting 

George Heyen—President 

Lou Barazotti—Secretary 

The club meets at different restaurants each month for our meeting. 

Contact Lou for details 

kismet1997@aol.com 



Kismet Shrine Hospital Transportation Fund 

needs your help now—Contribute to the  

Kismet Shrine Tree of Life. 

Kismet Shrine  

Tree of Life 

Tributes: 
A leaf on the Tree of Life, an acorn or a foundation stone is a special way to give a tribute. It is a 
thoughtful way to honor someone on a special occasion, such as a birthday, anniversary, holiday or 
for an accomplishment. 
These leaves, acorns and foundation stones are a gratifying way for Nobles, their families, friends 
or lodges to honor someone (or to be honored) for any reason while at the same time supporting 
the Kismet Shrine Hospital Transportation fund. 
 

Memorials: 
A memorial is a personal remembrance that honors the life of a spouse, friend, relative or col-
league.  
 
A leaf engraved with up to twenty (20) letters and spaces - $250 
An acorn engraved with up to thirty (30) letters and spaces - $500 
A foundation stone engraved with up to forty-five (45) letters and spaces - $1,000 
 
Please make checks payable to Kismet Hospital Transportation Fund and mail it along with this 
completed form to Kismet Shrine, 18 West Nicholai Street, Hicksville NY 11801. Remember that all 
donations to the fund are tax deductible.  
 
Complete the form below, detach and send it along with your donation.. Any questions? Contact the 
Tree of Life Chairman, Russell L. Magidson at 516-522-0620 or RLMagidson@gmail.com. 
 
Circle one: Leaf  Acorn   Foundation Stone 

 

Line 1: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Line 2: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Line 3: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Donated by:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:  _____________________________________________________ 
 







If you are interested in joining other 
Kismet Nobles on our annual road 
trip to the Big Smoke, drop an email 
to the Recorder and let him know.  

We are going to wear our Fezzes to 
bring more awareness to the Shrine 
and our Hospitals. 



Remember that The Fez is yours—so if you have something you’d like to say to the Nobility send an email 
to the Fez Editor and have your voice heard. Events (past or future), pictures, etc. are all welcome. 

Content for The Fez 

Please help Kismet save printing and mailing costs by accepting our 
newsletter in electronic format (PDF) instead of a printed and mailed 
version. 
Email the Fez Editor and tell him to put you on our electronic distribution 
list. 
We will always have a few printed versions up in Club Kismet for you to 
enjoy. 

Opt in to receive the fez via email 

Kismet Shrine 

P.O. Box 834 

Hicksville, NY 11804 


