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I would like to thank the entire Nobility for the honor of being the Potentate of Kismet Shrine.  I will be doubly blessed 
in January when I will be installed as your Potentate and a full Board Member of the Philadelphia Shriners Hospital.  I 
look forward to a productive & fun filled year.   

 

Kismet temple has seen a decline in membership over the last 59 years from a high of 9900 members to our present 
membership of slightly under 500.  It is time to restore Kismet to its previous levels.  I call upon each and every 
member for your help to reach my goal of 125 new members and an overall membership of 600+ by the end of 2011.  
I am sure you all ask how we are going to do that.  Here is our simple plan. 

 

First we have begun construction on the ―Kismet Club‖ on the 3
rd

 floor.  This club will be a place to have special club 
functions, enjoy some food and drink, watch a ball game on big screen TV's, play darts, pool or cards and bring our 
Masonic brothers to see the ―Benefits of Membership‖!! Access will be by card key.  We plan to open in January and 
the Superbowl party will be there in February.  Look for notice of our Special Events on the Kismet Facebook page, 
the Fez and on our web page.  Our Club Manager will keep you abreast of these events and I promise you will not 
want to miss them!!  

 

Second we must get the message out to our Masonic Brothers!  On Saturday March 19
th
 we will have our First Annual 

Masters & Wardens Brunch.  Invitations will be going out shortly to all the Masters & Wardens on Long Island as well 
as the District Leaders. The Grand Master MW Vincent Libone has accepted our invitation to be our honored guest as 
well as other members of the Grand Line.  There are 61 Lodges in Nassau, Suffolk, Queens & Kings Counties.  I ask 
each of you in your respective Lodges to ask your Master & Wardens to be our guest at Kismet Temple and enjoy our 
hospitality on that day.  Help us make this a successful event and one to remember!! 

 

Third we have approved a special $99 membership for all new members this year.  That includes a Fez. This is an 
unbelievable value and an opportunity for us to bring in new members with minimal financial hardship.  Each of you 
are Shrine Ambassadors and can help to promote the benefits of Membership at your  respective Lodges.  Ask a 
brother of your Lodge to become a Noble today!! 

 

It is mine and the entire Divans plan to move us forward in a positive direction.  Please help us achieve our goals!! 

 

Our first event will be the Installation of officers on Monday January 3
rd

.  This will be an open Installation with wives 
and family invited.  We will have a dinner at 7:00  pm prepared by our fine culinary unit.  At 8:00 pm the Installation of 
Officers and all newly elected Unit Heads will take place, followed by cake and coffee.  I hope to see you all there!! 

 

Please join us at our Superbowl party on Sunday February 6 which will be held in the new Club Kismet.  This is a free 
event for our members and their guests.   This is another opportunity to bring down your Masonic brothers and show 
them our Temple.  I ask each of you to bring one masonic member down to the party!!  

 

Once again I want to thank each an everyone of you for your support and help during the upcoming year!  Together 
we can build Kismet Temple for the future & help the Shrine Children! God bless Kismet Temple, the Shrine and the 
children!! 

 

Joseph C. Savaglio 

Kismet Temple Potentate 2011 

potentate’s messaGe 



Notes From the DIVAn 

Assistant 
Rabban 

I would like to take this opportunity too thank all the nobility for there trust in 
me. becoming the Asst Rabban is truly the beginning of the high road to the 
exalted position of potentate. this upcoming year should be very busy for all 
divan members, for myself i plan on doing a wine and cheese tasting in 
march. i will also be running a dinner and nostalgia night with Ill Joe Santillo, 
that will be something very different and has been very well received all 
around the masonic world. i look forward to seeing all of you at the events 
planned in 2011 

 

High Priest 

and 

Prophet 

It has been a fun 2010 serving as the Oriental Guide of Kismet Shrine. I en-
joyed the many social functions that occurred during the year. Some of the 
outstanding events were the installation dinner, Super-bowl party, Chinese 
Auction fundraiser, the return of the Hillbillies, the Potentate’s Ball, and culmi-
nating with the Christmas Party much fun was had by all.  

I have had a busy year as Oriental Guide. I attended Shrine education in 
Tampa. These seminars provided by Imperial were very impressive. I made 
friends of nobles from other Shrine’s, learned much of our Hospital system, 
being a member of the Divan, and Shrine Law. 

Finally, I want to thank the Nobles for electing me to the post of High Priest 
and Prophet. I joined Kismet less than two years ago. I and my lady, Tracy, 
are proud of Kismet Shrine. I want to see it grow and succeed in every en-
deavor you, the members, choose for it. I value the friendships I have made 
and look forward to serving and leading Kismet and grow the proud history of 
our Shrine. 

Nobles, I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the trust that 
you’ve shown in me by electing me to Chief Rabban. Most of you have known 
me for a number of years now, and you can be sure that I will do my best for 
our Fraternity, the Hospitals, the Children and of course Kismet Shrine. 

Congratulations to Illustrious Sir Joe Savaglio - this year will be fun and filled 
with activities for everyone. We have some great events coming up this year  
and would like everyone to enjoy them. Remember also that the Culinary Unit 
will be here every Monday with food, drink and fellowship.  

Chief 

Rabban 



Notes From the DIVAn 

Nobles, thank you for electing me to another term as your Recorder. I would also 
like to thank all of you who keep my wife Frances in your prayers. She is still 
fighting cancer and still taking chemo, its been 15 months now and she is still 
hanging tough. So keep praying she may beat this yet! 
This looks like its going to be a pretty exciting year for Kismet, with the opening of 
Club Kismet things should really start jumping. Plans for the club include sports 
nights for play off games, comedy night, magic show, bar quiz night, and even 
karaoke. The new Potentate even gave the place a face lift and its own WC, now 
its up to you to come out and break it in. 
Now a message for the new young Nobles that have been brought on board, us 
old guys have been carrying the torch of shrinedom for long enough, its time we 
passed it on to you! Kismet needs a presence on the street when its parade sea-
son. That means you with a fez carrying a flag or rifle or sabre. Kismet has a 
proud history of marching units going back over a hundred years and its time to 
get them going again. So don't be surprised if you get a call one fine spring day 
that we need you for a few hours on a Saturday morning. Membership is not just 
about paying dues and carrying a card. 
2011 should be the beginning of 5 positive years for Kismet, we have a young 
elected line, all of the same mind, so progress is the new buzz word. On that note 
I will close, I look forward to seeing all of you at the January meeting to help begin 
a new era in Kismets history. 
 

The 

Recorders 

Desk 

Oriental  

Guide 

Let me start by congratulating the new Potentate and the Elected Divan. The 
Potentate has a great year planned for us. Please show your support by com-
ing to our meetings and events, your attendance will make for fun memories! 

 

In closing, I want to thank the Nobles who have put their trust in me to be 
elected as Oriental Guide. 



Notes From the Units 

Public Rela-

The Culinary 
Unit 

We fellow Nobel's I am sure you have all seen the billboards for Shriners 
around the city.  I hope you have been a recipient of the forwards of the Impe-
rial Information.  I am sure you heard about our trip to the city and our time on 
CBS morning news.  Are you aware that you, yes you, can get on to the Im-
perial web site and go to the Facebook section and raise some money your-
self for our Shriner's Hospitals.  Some of the Nobel's have done it already. 
 You can reach out to your friends and family to look for their support of our 
charity.  It might be a way you can do something directly for the children. 
 Some nobles donate money, some drive the children to the hospitals, some 
clown with the kids, what is that you do to help move the ball forward.  Do you 
do anything but come down occasionally to a meeting ?  Is that all you can do 
?  Is that enough ? Here is a way to help.  Log on to the Imperial web site and 
do something.  Go to ShrinersHQ.org. and do something.  

Nobles, your Culinary Unit is here for you—preparing tasty, healthy (ok, how 
about not particularly unhealthy) dinners and deserts for you every Monday 
night. Like clockwork at 7pm you can be sure of good food and fellowship. 

We do take requests, so if there’s something in particular that you’d like to 
see on the menu (or would like to not see), please let us know. Ken Klein, 
Greg Feldman, Leo Johnson, and Russell Magidson are your first point of 
contact with the unit. In addition you’ll find Billy Bontemps, Mike Marmo and 
others helping out in the kitchen. 

The Mini 
Choppers 

Congratulations to our Illustrious Potentate Joe Savaglio, We wish you a 
great year and give you our loyalty in anyway we can. We are looking for men 
to join the mini choppers so anyone interested should come down and meet 
the nobles we are a good bunch of men and are going to be everywhere this 
year. Even if you can not ride the mini choppers come down we have a place 
for everyone. 

We are looking for a few good men.  You must be able to smile and help oth-
ers smile.  You must be big enough of a person to stoop down to help a child. 
 You must have a desire to help our Shriners Children as no one else can.  It 
will not cost you lots of money but you will have to invest your time.  We can 
get you going for just a few dollars.  We can teach you everything you will 
need to know, and them some.  We have local events and trips to the Hospi-
tals.  We need good me, are you good enough for us ?  Only you can decide, 
reach out to one of the clowns or email the clown boss - Johnny Kelly at  
DeLeckie@aol.com.  We have recently lost some fine and wonderful clowns, 
Ed Kliener and  George Christie and we all remember Walter O’Grady with a 
smile.  These were great men and wonderful clowns who left a smile on every 
one who knew them.  The Kismet Clowns have participated in numerous 
events here at Kismet and beyond, raised money for the Hospitals and sup-
ported Shriners whenever possible.  We look forward to assisting our new po-
tentate and his line.  

The Clowns 



Welcome to our newest Nobles 

Please join me in welcoming our newest Nobles into Kismet Shrine.  

 

They are already active and coming to our Monday night gatherings. Why don’t you come out too and welcome them in 
person? 



Kismet’s 2010 chilDren’s holiDay party 

Kismet’s holiday party was a huge success, having over 125 children and their parents, relatives and friends join in 
the fun. The Clown unit was out entertaining the children with jokes, games and balloons while Maria Follenius 
helped kids with some sand art projects. There was food, drinks and cupcakes for all - arranged by our Potentate-
elect, Joseph Savaglio. Thanks to the Culinary Unit and the members of Kismet’s Nobility who helped set up, serve 
and clean up afterwards. A special thanks to the team from the Rainbow Girls who served the food to everyone and 
assisted in the cleanup (which was no small task). 

Of course, what holiday party would be complete without Santa Claus to make sure that every child went home with 
smiles and presents. Great work, everybody! 



Maria Follenius, whose two children were patients at Shriners 
Hospitals, held a fund-raising event at East Islip Bowling 
Lanes on November 6th.  

 

The event as a smashing success, raising over $3,000 for the 
hospitals and giving dozens of children (and Shriners) an af-
ternoon of fun and laughs.  

 

Great work, everyone. We look forward to the next event! 

Do you know of an upcoming event? 
If you know of something happening related to our beloved fraternity, let us know. 
We’ll get info out in the Fez to help bring people out in support. Contact Russell L. 
Magidson at RLMagidson@gmail.com or 516-547-0945 with your info. 

Kelli and Nikki Strike Back 



Masonic Meeting at Kandahar Air Field 
(Afghanistan)  
 

I feel sure you will be pleased to know that Freemasonry continues to be practiced worldwide, regardless of circum-
stances and adversity. The following forwarded e-mail and photographs attest to that.  

 

Brethren, 
 
Canada Lodge held our first Ceremonies of Initiation on the evening of October 7, 2010 here at Kandahar Air Field. 
Initiated were Major Robert Kelly and Corporal Satraj Toor. As you can see from the photos, our lodge is now beautiful-
ly furnished thanks to the generosity of the brethren from back home. 
 
Due to operational requirements we did not (all who had parts) have the chance (though try we did) to do a complete 
run through before the big night. If I may say so myself, the ceremony was done as well as any I have seen back home 
(in my limited Masonic experience, mind you). All of the parts came together seamlessly and it was quite evident that 
all of the brethren had put their heart and soul into the perfection of their work. 
 
I am truly honored to have been a part of this historic Masonic event. 
 
Our evening ended with a truly Afghan flavour as we were posing for photographs we came under rocket attack and 
had to hit the floor (pictured). 
 
S&F, 
Joe 
 
W. Bro. Gordon Hendrie FCF 
Secretary of the College of Freemasonry 
President of the Alumni Association 
Member of the Committee on Masonic Education  

 

 

 



Brittany Fojtik was a dancer in peak 

physical condition when a car  

accident left her with a spinal cord 

injury (SCI). Doctors told her that 

she was paralyzed from the chest 

down and would never walk again. 

The  

tenacious young girl, then 10 years 

old, set out to prove them wrong.  

The dedication and drive that 

helped Brittany succeed as a danc-

er was  

redirected toward making a full  

recovery. She devoted many long 

hours to therapy at Shriners Hospi-

tals for Children® — Chicago and 

just two years after her injury, not 

only is she walking – she is dancing 

again. 

On Nov. 2, 2008, Brittany was en 

route to her family’s new home in 

Katy, Texas. Brittany and her broth-

er, Daniel, sat in the middle seat of 

their minivan as their father drove. 

While the van was moving, Brittany 

unbuckled her seat belt to grab an 

item from the back. A sudden and 

unexpected turn of the wheel 

caused the van to hit a concrete 

drainage culvert. The vehicle flipped 

through the air and Brittany was 

ejected from the car out the back 

window; she flew 60 feet and land-

ed on the pavement. 

The next thing Brittany remembers 

is a man telling her ―everything is 

going to be OK.‖ She was surround-

ed by sirens, ambulances and para-

medics before being airlifted to a 

hospital in nearby Houston. Her 

mother, Beverly Fojtik, was told she 

may not make it through the flight.  

In addition to her SCI, Brittany  

sustained a broken arm, hip, wrist, 

nose and ribs, as well as massive 

internal bleeding. After spinal fusion 

surgery, Brittany spent 18 days in 

the intensive care unit while her 

vital signs stabilized.  

As Brittany’s condition continued to 

improve, it became clear that she 

would need rehabilitation at a facili-

ty that specialized in pediatric SCI. 

A therapist recommended Shriners 

Hospitals for Children® — Chicago 

to the family and on Dec. 1, 2008, a 

transport team relocated her to the 

Windy City. 

Brittany worked with physical and 

occupational therapists at Shriners 

Hospitals for Children® — Chicago 

for two-and-a-half weeks in early  

December. Examinations during 

this admission indicated that she 

had  

sustained a complete SCI 

(American Spinal Injury Association 

Impairment Scale A), meaning she 

had very little chance of walking 

again. Despite the dim prognosis, 

Brittany’s progress continued. The 

day before she left to go home for 

the Christmas holidays, she discov-

ered that she could move one of her 

big toes.  

―It all started happening so fast,‖ 

explained Beverly. ―When we got 

home the next day, she was able to 

swing her leg from side to side. 

From then on, there was some kind 

of new movement all the time.‖  

Brittany returned to Shriners Hospi-

tals for Children® — Chicago in mid-

January 2009 for a month-long stay. 

Her therapists began standing her 

up and she was able to move her 

hips a little bit. With the help of leg 

braces and therapists, Brittany took 

her first five steps since the acci-

dent on  

Feb. 11, 2009.  

―I cried and cried and cried,‖  

Beverly said. ―And I wasn’t the only 

one – the nurses and therapists 

were crying too. Nobody expected 

this.‖  

Brittany’s injury was reclassified as 

an American Spinal Injury Associa-

tion Impairment Scale D, which 

means that she has an incomplete 

SCI and  

significant recovery is expected. 

Since she began rehabilitation, she 

has  

progressed from a wheelchair to a  

walker to forearm crutches. She 

now walks with a cane and only 

uses her wheelchair at the mall and 

the airport.  

The level of recovery and return of 

function that Brittany experienced is 

unusual and was a wonderful sur-

prise and outcome for both the SCI 

team that worked with her and her 

family. Doctors noted a number of 

factors that contributed to her suc-

cess,  

including her physical condition pri-

or to the injury, a positive personali-

ty and a lot of hard work.  

Brittany is now back on the dance 

floor and has taken up Pilates to 

help regain her strength. In addition 

to  

keeping up with school, she is  

participating in choir and a school 

play and plans to compete in the 

Texas  

Cinderella Scholarship Program 

Pageant. Her experience at 

Shriners Hospitals for Children® — 

Chicago has inspired her to become 

a physical  

therapist when she grows up.  

 

www.shrinershospitals.org 

Patient Profile: After Spinal Cord Injury, Brittany is 
Walking and Dancing Again 



nobles helping nobles 

Nobles—this is your opportunity to showcase your business and/or skills to all who read The Fez. All things be-
ing equal, why not support your Fraternity by working with Brother Masons and Shriners before a stranger.  

This Contact Page can show off any advertisement you’d like for your company in the following sizes: 

 Business Card  

 Eighth Page 

 Quarter Page 

 Half Page 

 Whole Page 

Any existing printed material can be scanned and used for this Contact Page. All ads will be in black and white 
until such time as the Fez goes full-color. Please contact the Fez editor, Russell L. Magidson (516-547-0945, 
RLMagidson@gmail.com), for details.  

Toastmasters International 

Kismet Shrine is starting a Toastmasters group  
 
and you can be a part of it. What? You’re not familiar with Toastmasters? Toastmasters International is a non-
profit educational organization that teaches public speaking and leadership skills through a worldwide network of 
meeting locations. Headquartered in Rancho Santa Margarita, California, the organization has more than 
260,000 members in over 12,500 clubs in 113 countries. Since 1924, Toastmasters International has helped 
people of all backgrounds become more confident in front of an audience. 
 
Whether you’re a professional, student, stay-at-home parent or retiree, Toast masters is the best way to improve 
your communication skills. Toastmasters can help you lose the fear of public speaking and learn skills that will 
help you be more successful in your chosen path. You’ll be a better listener. You’ll easily lead teams and conduct 
meetings. You’ll comfortably give and receive constructive evaluation. Even if you already have some or all of  
these skills, you will enhance them in Toast masters! 
 
Toastmasters has helped many members in their community-service activities. Using the skills developed in 
Toastmasters, people have become more active in business, church, service and charity organizations. Toast-
masters are able to organize activities, conduct meetings and speak in public as their organization’s representa-
tive.  
 

How Toastmasters Works 
At Toastmasters, members learn by speaking to groups and working with others in a supportive environment. A 
typical Toastmasters club is made up of 20 to 30 people who meet once a week for approximately an hour. Each 
meeting gives everyone an opportunity to practice: 

 Conducting meetings. Members learn how to plan and conduct meetings. 

 Giving impromptu speeches. Members present one to two minute, impromptu speeches . 

 Presenting prepared speeches. Two or more members present speeches based on projects from 
manuals in Toastmasters’ proven communication program. Projects cover topics such as speech 
organization, vocal variety, language, gestures and persuasion.  

 Offering constructive evaluation. Every prepared speaker is assigned an evaluator who points out  
speech strengths and offers suggestions for improvement. 

 
If you’re interested in joining or just learning about Toastmasters, contact Russell L. Magidson (516-547-0945,  
RLMagidson@gmail.com) now. 



Kismet Shrine Hospital Transportation Fund 

needs your help now—Contribute to the  

Kismet Shrine Tree of Life. 

Kismet Shrine  

Tree of Life 

Tributes: 
A leaf on the Tree of Life, an acorn or a foundation stone is a special way to give a tribute. It is a 
thoughtful way to honor someone on a special occasion, such as a birthday, anniversary, holiday or 
for an accomplishment. 
These leaves, acorns and foundation stones are a gratifying way for Nobles, their families, friends 
or lodges to honor someone (or to be honored) for any reason while at the same time supporting 
the Kismet Shrine Hospital Transportation fund. 
 

Memorials: 
A memorial is a personal rememberance that honors the life of a spouse, friend, relative or col-
league.  
 
A leaf engraved with up to twenty (20) letters and spaces - $250 
An acorn engraved with up to thirty (30) letters and spaces - $500 
A foundation stone engraved with up to forty-five (45) letters and spaces - $1,000 
 
Please make checks payable to Kismet Hospital Transportation Fund and mail it along with this 
completed form to Kismet Shrine, 18 West Nicholai Street, Hicksville NY 11801. Remember that all 
donations to the fund are tax deductible.  
 
Complete the form below, detach and send it along with your donation.. Any questions? Contact the 
Tree of Life Chairman, Russell L. Magidson at 516-547-0945 or RLMagidson@gmail.com. 
 
Circle one: Leaf ($250)  Acorn ($500)  Foundation Stone ($1,000) 

 

Line 1: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Line 2: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Line 3: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Donated by:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:  _____________________________________________________ 
 









KISMET SHRINERS 

WINE AND CHEESE TASTING 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2011 

CLUB KISMET 

2PM TO 6PM, $25 PER PERSON 
CONTACT:MICHAEL IANNONE 

917-297-6808 

 

Potentates Ball 2011 

Saturday June 4, 2011 

At Kismet Temple  

Put the date on your Calendars 

Look for details to Follow in the next Fez 

Potentates Ball Chairman: 

Ill. Joseph A. Santillo PP 

(516)  513-1266 
 





January 

Upcoming Events 

 3rd—Installation of officers. 8pm at Kismet Shrine Temple. Dinner at 7pm, 
open to our ladies. 

 10th—Divan meeting, Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

 17th—Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

 22nd to 23rd (Overnight) - One day cruise sponsored by Kismet Yacht 
Club. Leaves from Pier 88 in NYC. 

 23rd (Sunday)—New York Islanders at Nassau Coliseum. Masons in the 
audience will be recognized and a portion of the ticket sales will be donat-
ed to Scottish Rite charities. 

 24th—Unit Head meeting, Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

 31st—Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

February  6th (Sunday)—Super Bowl Sunday at the Shrine 

 7th—Stated meeting 

 14th—Valentine’s Day 

 21st—Washington’s Birthday 

 28th—Divan meeting and Unit Head meeting. Food and Fellowship at Club 
Kismet 

March  7th—Stated Meeting. Dinner at 7pm, meeting at 8pm. 

 13th—(Sunday) Wine and Cheese Tasting 

 14th—Divan Meeting, Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

 17th—(Thursday) St. Patrick’s Day  

 19th (Saturday)—1st Annual Masters and Wardens Brunch 

 21st—Unit Head meeting, Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

 28th—Food and Fellowship at Club Kismet 

Always good food and drink 

Every Monday at 7pm.  

Come Join us! 



Kismet Shrine 
18 West Nicholai Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801-3806 


